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THE  PROPHET  HABAKKUK: 

A   Study. 
By  D.  A.  STEELE. 

''  l/pon  my  watchiower  will  I  stand  " 

The  prophecy  may  be  divided  into  threfe  sections: 

I.    Bold  QuESTioMNtj  of  Jehovah  and  His  Reply 
— Chap.  I,  chap  2:4.  vx,t^i.i. 

The      prophet      lifts      his      voice      to      God      in    a 
hitherto  unusual         manner,        questioning        the 

Deity   as   to   vyhy  He  allows   such    great  «rvils     to     ^o 
unrebuked.       Other    prophets    commeuce     by    saying- 
Hear,    for    Jehovah    hath    spoken;"    "The    word     of 
Jehovah    came  to    me;"    while   another    uses    that    ..v 
pressive    phrase.    "The    hand    of    the    Lord  was    upon 

^n  T  1,  If  "^^",  ^^'^^''"f  ^  ^  bold  upbraiding  tone: 
0  J«hovah,  how  long  shall  I  cry  and  Thou  wilt  not 
hear?  ^^hy,  oh  why,  is  all  this  violence  permitted, 
and  thou  w^ilt  not  save  ?"  In  verses  5-11  without 
any  indication  of  a  speaker,  as  in  our  dramas,  God 
sendfe  him  answer:  The  Chaldeans  are  coming'  That 
wi  1  clear  up  matters.  Then  in  verse  12-17  Habak 
kiik  resumes  hi:9  questioning:  How  long  will' Jehovah 
suffer  a  tyrant  who  sweeps  up  the  peoples  into  hi. 
net  like  fish  ?  He  is  diverted  from  the  sins  of  his 
c.wn  people  to  this  terrible  monster  who  has  been  dl 
clarea  as  coming  in  sucb  a  grand  array. 
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II.     A  SKiais  (I/  WuK.s  Upon   ihk  Wkosc;  D<)KI{ 
J'lu'se  "taunt  songs"     refer      to       the       sanic 


par- 
ties coiic.Tiiing  whom  the  prophet  fpicstions  (Jo.l 
in  chupler  1:2-1,  and  are  to  my  mind  th.'  wick.-d 
umcjng   tho   prophet's   own    countryKUii. 

III.      TlTK    MAMir.SI-ATION    OF     GOD     SKTTI.lNci     Au. 

QCKSTioNs.     Cliaj).  ;{. 

Tiiis  is  one  of  tliose  treini'ndous  appcarancvs 
of  tho  Alniijrhty  for  the  reassurance  of  His 
servants,  which  only  Hebrew  poets  are  ca|)al)l(>  of  ;!(- 
.'-crihini:.    C-inpare    do!)    chapters    :?S-11-    and    I'^aliii- 

H,  -0.  r.s. 


PART  J. 


These  are  the  outlines  in  tlie  rougli;  Init  when  we 
Co.;-.,;  to  particulars  our  hard  work  l-ci^ins.  None  of 
these  minor  prophets  are  easy  to  interpret,  and 
Habakkuk  is  no  exception.  The  time  is  universally 
admitted  to  be  somewhere  along  the  line  of  Jere- 
miah's career,   say  B.  C.   fi27-5Sfi. 

r  ought  to  say.  that  in  the  opinion  f)f  first-rate 
critics,  the  occasion  of  the  prophet's  questioninn-  of 
(Jod  in  verses  2-1  of  chapter  1,  seems  to  ),c  that 
Israel  is  oppressed  by  a  heathen  power,  either  As- 
syria or  Eeypt,  upon  which  the  Chaldean  shall  liring 
the  just  judgment  of  Gofl.  I  ))refer,  however,  the 
view  that  the  prophet  is  here  speaking  of  wickedness 
amontr  his  own  iienple.  Upon  this  supposition,  l(>t 
us  attempt,  as  well  as  we  may,  to  explain  the  lan- 
guatre'  and  imagery  here  used.  * 

Firs-t,    then,    note      how    the   prophet   estimates     the 
weight    resting    upon    the    thoughtful    saint.    He    uses 
tlie  oppressive   word, 

THE  BURDEN. 

'I'lie  man  who  surveys  the  sins  of   his  people  is  bow- 


[•  ^r'^r.^'''^y^'  "^.'m.^^'  -'"^^.^^"^ 
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(•;!  down  under  llic  consid,. ration.  h  is  lund  upon 
till'  flcsl.  and  spirit.  ]I„\v  those  Tfrl.rcAv  men  i)o\\r,i 
und(  r  the  load  !  Th.-y.  Ilk,,  ^ooii  niiiiistor,'^  now, 
soinctinK's  wonld  fain  1)0  rid.  of  it.  Th.-y  likr-d  it 
no  nioro  than  Danto  did,  who.  when  ho  saw  tlio  siif- 
foniiL's  of  Ills   counliyMH'n   in   that   awful   pit 

--"wopt    so   sore,    that    piiyitifr    f 

Faintod   away  as  tliouofh   my  uripf  womM   kill. 

And  foil,  ns  falls  a  doad  man,  heavily." 


Tho  harden  ah  th.'  burden— of  the  nian  who  sees 
the  \v(  rid  as  it  is,  and  must  (iov,  hat  he  can  for  it. 
"0  that  mine  head  worp  waters."  crje^  the'  m<.<t 
phiintivo  ot  tiiein,  "and  mine  eyes  a  fountain  of  uars, 
that  I  miaht  weep  day  and  niurht  for  tlio  ^Inin  of  the' 
na.;L,diter  of  my  people."  'j'h,.  hrokoTi  law  is  a  siek- 
'  ninu'-  thine-  to  suoli   men.       \Vo   have  hi're 

THE  QI;E.STI0NFN(J  SAIN'T. 

Hal'akku'c  asks  a  'juestion,  whieli  we  inav  well  ask, 
Wliy  this  u-ood,  all  comprehon:d\-e.  aU-rorreelini.'-  law 
(loos    not    work?  Why.    in    the    faro    ,,f    all    Cod's 

truth    and    judnrments,    men    tro    on    with    th.ir    fri^.nli- 
ties,  anri  liorntiousnoss.  and  r.npaciti.  s,  and  idolatries   - 
now. ^  with     tho    Gospel         of     tho     TlolyOn^     in     their 
inoutlis,   oomiiniine-    in    the    same   line    of.-vilwith    th- 
anoi(>nt    pooples  V        ()    wliat    floi  s    it    ail    mean  ?  Vse 

pray,  and  Tiod  rJoos  not  sooni  to  notico— tho  sinTiors 
flourish  and  feather  their  nests.  Thev  are  in  th- 
I'luh  plaeos:  "Flow  Ion-  shall  I  orv,  a'nd  tlu,,,  w'- 
not  hoar."  This  is  th.o  wail  of  a  spiritual  soul 
who  IS  not  m  tho  marko-t,  nor  in  tho  stork  rompan- 
i';s.  nor  in  the  rincrs  of  the  politicians,  who  is  not 
mnuonood  by  tho  societies  of  the  dav.  Tt  is  this  siiirit 
ual    aloofness    of    the   prophet    that    always    rharactor- 
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ize  tht'  true  minister  of  Joliovah.  He  can  not  i;e 
of  the  world  any  more  than  his  MusU^r.  He  is  one- 
side,  looUinj;  on,  nit'ililalinjLj  it  all- si/Iml,'  il  ail  up. 
And  yet,  stranL'«  to  say,  these  are  the  very  men  who 
are  irouhh-d,  th«'.se  are  the  spiritual  scepties.  The 
facts  of  life  ixnvilder  a  man  who  l)elieves  in  (Jod,  all 
mitjhty,  all  just,  all  merciful.  Such  is  Ijritfly,  ihe 
idea  of  verses  1-4. 

TIIR  NAME  OF  TERROR. 

Having  stated  his  questions,  in  the  manner  of  tlie 
Hel)rew  writers,  without  exphuiatory  words,  or  in- 
txoducintr  phrase,  Jehovah  comes  in  to  answ<r,  (versi- 
5>).  "Look  round  timong  the  heathen,  look  well,  shud- 
der and  be  shoekwl,  for  I  am  about  to  do  a  work  ir. 
your  days,  which  ye  shall  rot  believe  when  told.  !•  <  r 
lo!  1  am  about  to  raise  up  the  Ka.s<iim,  or  Chal- 
deans." 

Who  are  these  ?  The  Chaldeans,  to  liecin  with, 
were  a  few  half  savag-e  tribes,  south  of  Babylon.  Re- 
bels a!xaiiist  the  ^aant  power  of  Assyria,  in  time 
tliey  secured  the  lordshi])  of  all  Babylonia,  and  lie- 
fore  the  end  of  the  seventh  century,  B.  C,  the  pro- 
phets use  their  namt-  for  Balnlonia  as  a  whole. 
Mcdes  on  tlie  one  side,  and  Chaldeans  on  the  otiier, 
wa<^ed  interminable  war  ayainst  the  old  lion  of  As- 
syria. Tht-  name  is  a  name  of  terror,  and  every  one 
would  quake  with  fear  at  the  announcement.  Notice 
the  vivid  skelchinir  of  their  army,  and  follow  the 
hiirhly  jioetical  descripttion  of  these  devastatint; 
hordtes  (versis  6-11.)  Is  anything  you  have  read 
more  graphic!?  Not«  the  clear  outlines  of  the  hosts 
of  cavalry;  they  must  have  been  a  nation  of  horse- 
men. They  leap  lont^  leng-ths,  they  are  swifter  than 
leopards,  more  fierce  than  the  evening  wolves;  they 
fly  like  eagles  to  their  prey. 

Note,  too,  the  characterization  of  thei?e  Chaldeani=. 
—a    "liitter    and    hasty   nation"— Napoleon    like,    they 
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st'izt'  riitlrl  -ssly  uny  and  ev«Ty  plaoc,  w^itliout  savin- 
by  your  h-avf.  'llw-y  arc  a  law  unto  tluiMsvlvf-c. 
(verso  7),  and  they  arc  all-sunicieiit  for  thp  rough 
work  of  war.  Tliey  lauijh  at  moiuirchs  and  kinuli'ts. 
(vf-rsf  10).  Tlif'y  sniilo  at  fortications,  and  (luii^Uly 
heap  up  u  l)nnk  of  day,  and  tako  lliom  (vt-rsc  U>1)). 
liut.  as  witli  so  many  coiii)uerint:f  hordes,  the  witiif 
shiftri  and  they  pass  away.  Doomed  are  those.  who»- 
own  strenirtlv  is  their  trod  !  After  all,  the  army  of 
the  idolater  is  cluifl  Ix^foro  the  wind.  Now,  this  is 
sim|)ly  maffnitirent.  Try  to  descrilw  some  great 
rvent  of  war— n  Waterloo  or  Trafaltrar— and  soe 
how  ne.r  you  ran  attain  to  this  mast«'rly  style.  In 
I'liuiish  it' is  of  the  finest  quality,  but  if  wo  know 
eadi    Ih-hrfw   word,   it   is   superb. 

nil-:   KKMONSTRANCE   R]:.SUMi:i). 

Aftty-  this  announcement,  in  dramatic  form,  of  the 
awtul  terror  coniim,'  upon  them,  the  prophet  breaks 
tnrtli  afresh  in  tho  spirit  of  remonstraneo  with  pos- 
sesses him.  vs.  7-12.  in  plaintive  ton(>.  lie  throws 
himself  back  on  .K-hoVah,  His  eternity,  His  holiness. 
II is  gnat  purpose.  "Thou  hast  ordain<-d  him  for 
judgment."  Hurdy  such  a  God  will  work  deliver- 
ance. "We  shall  not  die."  But,  like  the  few  in  the 
l)r(^sent  a<re,  the  prophet  sees  the  great  prevailint: 
truth  of  thi'  Divine  govt^rnment.  "Thou,  0  Rock,  has 
establishei!  him  for  correction."  Those  calamities 
which  atllict  ITis  chnnii  have  the  end  in  view  of 
chas'tisemcmt  and  reformation. 

Our  prophet  is  so  possessed  of  this  spirit  of  remon- 
strance that  again  he  breaks  forth  in  verse  13,  in  bold- 
est qiiestioning.  "ITow  canst  thou,  the  all-Good,  per- 
mit such  things  '"  So  oppressed  saints  in  every 
goneratioTi,  d'own  in  their  hearts,  if  not  in  writt^-ii 
words,  have  framed  the  same  inquiry,  O  why,  Loril? 
How  long?  Jeremiah  had  much  of  this,  diapter  12. 
I.  "Righteous  art  thou  then  0  Jehovah,  when  T  con- 
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t.ri<l    nilli    tlic;    y.  t  wc.iihj    I    misori    tlif    cuiis*.     with 

I  llCf." 

n<»\v  iimiiy  times  liavc  wo  f«'lt  tluu,  and  rlnnsl  not 
"it.rit.  Cr.lvin's  nmark  is  iidpful  h.-rc:  "Wlun  tn-n 
an-  tlms  d.^stn^y.-.l  with  in  piinity.  aiul  one  o.,|,iv.>,., 
"Imost  all  tlic  r.'st,  thcro  s. mis  ind.pd  '  to  1... 
"«>  divi,,,.  provid.-ruv."  Tlwse  m.n  an-  th.' 
"."'"  ""'  "f  <'l'n-tiun  jcy,  but  <.f  Chri- 
tint.  Mus.Tv.  Paul-like  tlu'y  nn.-  ii,  an.rui^h 
ah.Mit  so.i..thinLr.  or  sot.u-  pcplo.  "I  ,.,,uld  wi.h  n.v- 
s-lf  arrus-d."  "0  wn.trhr.l  mat.."  Th.-  stake  i,.  th,. 
(!"-li  IS  prnunfT  hit..  d.Avn.-yet  must  not  be  reruov,.,! 
>nch  souls  must  l,e  content  with  a  wo,-d.  an  ii.diea- 
ti..„  of  the  Divine  fmeor.  Co  on,  up  (h.-  laddd.  whe- 
ther yo„  see  the  next  ste,)  or  not.  Su.h  is  Uw 
I'ln.'r  Itte  of  thes,.  pee.dinr  Cod-u-ift,.,]  „,„„.  Observ,- 
uhat  the  prophet  does  with  these  torturin-  thoutrhtM 
<ci-thit)^    withit.    him. 


PART  H. 

We  eoM.e  to  ronsider  the  seooml  sW-non.  to  onse<ve 
th.'  attit.ide  of  the  n.an  who  is  so  .s<,relv  a<-.t  ,ted-- - 
t  Ns  ruan  who  da.es  to  think  for  hin  s..|f.T..d  who 
I'l'"-'-  Ins  p-rplexity  hefoiv  his  God.  He  kn.,-vs 
'Imf  (,od  1.^  Governor  „f  „11  thit.L-.  ff..  live.  •,. 
-■^in-r  llitn  who  is  invisible.  H.  h^s  a  resou.'e,. 
Ivnowu  only  to  that  small  Imnd  who  Ikiv..  b,..,,  o, - 
dainwl  for  snec:ai  w<.rk.       He  betakr.9  him  to 

ITIF.  TOWER  OF  LONELY   CONTE:yiPLATrO\. 


I-"l    ^^^     then     with  i.xpo<-tation      take     up     ehap- 

""          -■''      ""•'     ''11^1  nnoUicr        resource       of     tl-e 

t"->l>l«'x<"l       prophet.  He      pcn-s       „„t      to     boo' s- 

•".t            to        teachers.  .short-siirhtw]        like         him- 

s-'lf;     li.^     n.nst     u-,-t  away     from       mortals.         onlv 

I'ah    w.so   at    the   b'e^^t.  L.to    the   woods,    o  ,t    on    tl,e 


opeji  sea,  into  iho  u-ildt-rness,  and  think  it  all 
will    take    mv    .stand 


over. 


•1 


upon     my   watch    tower;    I    will 
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li«l".Mi  for  a  Diviii.'  \\i>\\\;  I  will  sec  if  I  can  mM  uii\ 
ni.^vMT  to  my  rciiiplnint."  Siinly  I  shall  ii.-i 
Ui'  l.-t'i  in  (lirUii.'ss,  is  tho  uri(Url>niin  tlioiiiiht.  Sudi 
mm  always  get  answon*'!.  Tjci  us  uo  wp  to  our  hiifh 
lower,  watrl"   ami   wait,  and  the  ans^v^•r   will   coin'". 

Calvin's  sMLrL'«-'tion  is  worth  son  vlhint;:  "Sonu-  tin- 
(lorstand  by  thn  tower,  the  Won!  of  'iod;  and  thi^« 
may  in  sorn.*  mcaBure  ho.  allowed.  If  we  mnn;  fully 
wi-ieh  till-  i^mHcm  for  thf  n-otaj)hor,  we  siiall  b.'  at 
no  loA-A  t(.  know  that  tho  tower  is  th.'  nn^'ss  of  tli,. 
»nin(i,  where  we  withdraw  o\irselvea  from  tlie  vvt)rld." 
.  .  .  "The  prophet  by  tower  means  tliat  ho  ex- 
trirated  himself  from  the  '  thoughts  of  the  flesh,  for 
there  would  have  been  no  end  to  his  doubts  had  !>'• 
tried  to  form  a  judtnnen*  acconJing  to  his  own  iin 
derstanding.  .  .  .  The  prophet  renouneed  the  ju<ifj- 
inent  of  men,  and  broke  through  all  those  siuires  "..y 
uhifh  Satan  entangles  us,  and  pre\«'iits  us  to  ris- 
iil)ove  the  earth."    (Comm.   Minor  Trojihets.) 

The  num  of  Cod  needs  to  get  away  fr(uv  the 
world,  /.^-end  his  tower  of  observation,  ami  listen. 
(^li^kly.  how  deliLrhtfully  soon,  deliovah  answerer!  his 
sie:vant.  Not.  it  is  sure,  at  onee  making  everythinir 
plain,  but  still  puttinL'  him  on  the  ritrlit  track,  (ver. 
2.)  .\  virion,  which  though  it  nuiy  seen,  slow  in  un- 
folding itself,  will  yet  manifest  itself  in  all  gooo 
lime  the  "ap(>ointe<I  timo,"  ol)s«>i"\e.  From  his 
point  of  vi'W,  (leo.  Adam  Smith's  n-mark  is  appro- 
priate: "Obviously  some  seri«s  of  historical  events 
is  meant,   by  wiiich,   in   the  course  of   time,  the  unjust 

oppressor  of  thf  nations  will  he  overthrown,  and  the 
riLditeous  \-indicated"— or,  if  we  folh.w  the  int<^rpr.- 
ttition  that  the  wicked  among  Israel  are  meafit,  it 
IS  equally  applicable  to  them.  Meantime,  one  of  the 
ereat  underlying  principles  of  the  kingdom  of  Cod 
is  hero  affirmed,  in  an  abrupt  and  obscure  wav.  It 
is  difHcidt  to  trace  the  connection  between  the  verse< 
that   follow   the   Lord's     answer    to    the   prophet;    but 


somehow  there  is  imbedded  here  an  uflirmation  of  the 
truth  known  since  Abraham's  time,  which  will  be 
alhrnml  ever  as  tiie  new  <hiy  cotik^  i„^_,i(.v(:t  shall 
u  day  b<e  so  illuminated  biit  this  word  shall  be  need- 
ed. Anyway  it  is  now  fundamental  as  ever.  With 
some  dillidenco  1  ask  the  reader  to  follow  m'o,  as  1 
try  to  give  the  meaning,— what  seems  to  n.e  the  in- 
terpretation, after  sore  travail  over  it  for  manv  a 
long  day.  In  the  Vulgate,  Jerome's  Latin  transla- 
tion, I  find  a  rendering  which,  if  correct,  helj.s  uh 
much.  To  my  mind,  it  meets  the  requirements  of  the 
ease.  Ihe  verse  "His  soul  is  puffed  ui) 
It  IS  not  upriy-ht  in  him  (I  am  making  use  of  t!ie' 
r.'visod  version)  but  the  just  shall  live  by  his  faitli  " 
•Jen.me  translates:  "Behold,  he  who  is^unbelii-vi- ' 
not  upnght  is  his  sold  in  him;  but  the  just  man' 
shal  live  by  his  faith."  "Incredulous"  is  the  exact 
word  of  Jerome,  but  perhaps  "unbelieving"  will 
bring  out  the  sense  clearer  to  us  Englisli-speal.  :r 
people.  This  points  to  what  ha.^  ju.st  been  said,  and 
ki>eps  up   an  antithesis,-the     incredulous   on   tlio     on,-. 


s  also   in 


hand,  the  believing  man  on  the  other.  It  i.,  ^,^^,  .„ 
keeping  with  Hebrew  poetry,  which  nlwavs  main- 
tains a  balance  between  the  two  lines  of  tiie  verse 
the  "parallelism"  to  which  our  attention  has  so  of- 
ten been  called,  and  which  we  observe  in  liie  I'salms 
and   poetical   books   of  the   Bible. 

In  other  renclerings,  it  is  difficult  to  make  sense 
and  I  cannot  but  think  that  Jerome  for  what-ver 
reason  strikes  the  true  idea.  Probablv  lie  had  a 
iiebrev  manuscript  difiering  from  anv  we  have  at 
present.  Paul  quotes  the  passage  with'  tliis  verse  and 
o  inches  his  argument  with  it.  I  cannot  help  feelino- 
that  the  Holy  Spirit  directed  him  so  to  use  it  in 
his  Epi-tle  to  the  Galatians,  (3:10.11').  The  critics 
make  a  great  piece  of  work  over  this  passage-  but 
there  is  no  satisfaction,  grarr  matical,  theological  or 
any    other,    obtained      from    their    various    attempts. 
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8(1  I  contcMt  mysL'If  with  tlio  above  sini{)lp.m  and 
most  satisfactory  rendering.  Smith  (G.  Adam;; 
says  that  it  is  not  'faith'  but  'fuithfuln'ess.'  i.  e.,  tl,.- 
just  man  is  to  live  by  his  rectitude;  wiiich  is  puz/l- 
ins-  to  us  hronsrht  up  on  Reformation  })nbnluni,  and 
docs  not  bear  out  the  apostle's  application  of  the 
passage  in  Romans  I:  17  and  Calatians  :5:11.  How- 
ever, I>r.  Smith,  always  reasonab.  makes  an  ad- 
mission: "Of  course,  it  has  faith  in  Cod  as  its. 
secret,— tlie  verb  from  which  it  is  derived  is  iho  re^ni- 
lar  Hebrew  tenn  to  believe,  but  it  is  rather  the  tc'^m- 
per  which  faith  produces  of  enchiranci',  steadfastness, 
integrity.  Let  the  righteous,  however  ballied  his 
faith  be  by  experience,  hold  on  in  loyalty  to  God  and 
duty,  and  he  shall  live."  It  is  thus  th^>  critic  coni- 
protnls.-s,  anci  I  am  satisfu-d  with  this  temper.  !  n- 
sppctfidly  ask  my  brethren  to  give  liis  (>xplanation  its 
(iiie  w(>ioh(.  Clearly  now  Dr.  \Smith  eoes  on:  "In 
RI)ite  of  experience  that  Iiafihs  faith,  the  (hity  of 
Israel  is  patience  in  loyalty  to  G.d;"  a  scn'tenc,. 
wliich   is  in   kcping  witli  tiie   tenor  of  tl-,»-   prophecy. 

THE  FIVE  WOES. 

The  careful  rea.ler  of  Halmkkuk  nmst  have  boon 
puzzled  over  tiie  al)rupt  transition  from  tiie  rt  ri.<d 
dooma,  "The^just  shall  live  by  his  faith,"  to  li  ,- 
stat'oTneiit.  "Yea,  moreover,  wine  is  a  tie;i(v..  roiis 
dealer,  a  hauglity  man."  Wliat  is  the  coiiiircHioii  ■■ 
It  is  dimcult  to  liiid.  The  general  sense  ,,f  tU. 
clause  (chapter  2:')}  seems  to  l,;(,k  hack  to  t-. 
tyrant  desc,  iliwJ  in  chapter  I:i:M7.  PxariuL'-  in  n:ii.  : 
the  r-rrnt  sin  of  Israel,  with  a  side  look  at  the  or-- 
pressor  of  tie  nations,  we  con;e  to  the  tannt-soncr 
ot    the  live    woi  s    on    the  evil-doer.  First,    th(  r<"      is 

avarice  coupled  with  violence:  "Woe  to  him  that  in- 
ereaseth  his  jiroj^erty  liy  fraufi;  (SiO);  wo'e  to  him 
that  gettoth  an  evil  gain  for  his  house,  that  he  may 
sot  his   nest  on   high,"    (verse  9).   Note  that  tin   l)oth 


tliisc  woes  tliiTo  is  iiicludi'd  tlie  penalty.  In  tlit;  Inst, 
till'  opprcsscil  people  shall  turn  and  take  veiu^eamc, 
(verse  7).  IIaV(!  we  not  read  the  comment  on  thi^ 
in    history  ?  May    we   not    easily    read    it    loday  .' 

Tyranny  defeats  itself,  'it  is  an  utterly  useless  way 
ill'  whieli  to  deal  with  mankind.  "By  oppressinj^  so 
many  nations  the  tyrant  is  workint''  out  his  own 
destnietion,— as  he  treats  them  so  shall  they  treat 
him."  Con  pare  Russia  at  this  moment.  Then  po 
hack,  and  remember  Assyria  and  Rome,  and  Spain. 
with  their  ^^reed  and  their  butcheries.  You  may  read 
liere  the   eiiitaph    of   tyrannies   for   all   time. 

'J"!ie  second  woe  (verse  9)  as  wt41  as  the  first,  has 
also  ill!  iiidivifiual  interi)retaii()n.  "Woe  to  him  thai 
rretteth  an  evil  gain  to  his  house  -jhat  ho  nay  live 
i"ii  jri-andeur."  Are  there  not  present  commentaries 
ill  abtmtlance?  'i'hose  who  are  exploiting?  the  jv.ih- 
lie  lands— those  who  are  using  trust  funds— tliosi! 
who  are  swallowing-  up  everything  and  everyl)-)  ly  in 
g-igantic  corporations— those  who  are  suinaling  the 
i'er.ijle  by  illeiral  contract's  and  rakeofTs— those  who 
are  di  bnioliing  tlie  fleetorale — woe  to  tlvem,  all  of 
tlum!  I'hete  is  retribution  wr.tten  large.  Even  in 
the  tine  f>aniielliML%  in  the  great  beams,  and  on  tlie 
wall  of  the  house  whicIi  has  heen  rais(>d  by  fraud,  is 
the  aneicit  hantl-writinn— yes,  on  every  stone,  a 
curse  is  inscribed.  'I'iie  prophet  has  one  se-t  of  m.en 
ill  his  mind,  so  he  proceeds  to  pronounce  the  llnrd 
woo  on  tiie  eniel  builder  of  a  city.  "\\oe 
to  him  that  Iniildeth  a  town  with  blood."  It  never 
has  stood,  never  will,  by  a  just  and  avenging  law  of 
Peity. 

Vet  in  the  midst  of  all  the  iniquitous  doings  ot 
the  wicked,  there  is  a  purposes  of  Jehovah.  The  na- 
tifvns  will  at  last  learn  the  sad  lesson  that  evil  do- 
ings end  in  vanity.  And  liere  suddtmly  btirsts  upon 
us  the  crfand  prosiiect  which  filled  the  vision  of 
other    pr(.ph(>ts,    tliat    notwithfrtanrling    all    the     giuf- 
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n  .  sc-lH.,urs  oithc.  ^^u•k,.l,  "the  kin,n,om  of  ih. 
uoildslmll  become  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  an 
his  Christ  '  (Compare  Isa.  11:9.  R.v.  11  15.)  llth 
verse:  "F.r  the  earth  shall  he  filled  witl,  the  knou- 
edgo  of  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  as  the  waters  c-over 
the    sea.  h.«    prophecy  is    quite    unexpected    in  con- 

nection with    the  woes,   and  again   we  arc     at   a  los. 

pr^oale*.      But  here  it  is-flabakkuk's  one  ^linips.  of 
the  Messiah's   day.  ' 

The  fourth  wr.e  strikes  at  a  difTerent  set  of  evil- 
doers  ihere  is  a  side-light  upon  this  pas.aue  i,. 
Orelh  s  Old  Test.  Prophecy.  He  is  considering.  Oba- 
d.ah  s  message,  and  translates  verse  15,  "For  a.  vom 
drank  on  my  holy  mountain,  all  nations  shall  ,1,-ini. 
perpetually,    and     drink    and     gulp,    and  become  as    it 

Zion)   without  limit,  in  gross   indulovnce  disregarding 
he  sanctity   of   the  place,   so  in   th^  same  place   thev 

shall  drink  to  excess  until  they  lose  their  senses.  Tin". 
IS  a  well-understood  euphemism  for  the  blooriv  en,l 
awaiting  them.  '  There  is  here  in  Habakkuk  2:15  in 
tins  woe  to  the  drunkard-maker,  a  more  gencVal 
niean.ng   than    that     appearing   on    the   surface      Hear 

n    mind    the    wide   scope    of   the   prophecy-it    is    1,.,.K-, 

ng  to  the  peoples,  a,  well  as  to  the  individual- -na- 
tons  are  ,n  the  nroj.het's  eye  (see  vers,.s  UUll).  H,  t 
still   he  sens   in    the  concrete-he   selects   the    m:in    that 

ments    of   Cod       on    h.m.      Let    us    follow    him,    'with 
the   individual    transgressor   beWe    u«- 

ticu"-''Th''''''?Vn'^  .""  '^'  ''^''"■■^-  ^'-  '•'^trihu- 
un  .1  hou  art  utterly  shameless."  By  the  ..,nic 
ov.  w.th  .hich  you  hurt  others,  you  an^  punisle. 
Ihe  Lords  right  hand  shall  be  turned  unto  th-e 
and  foul  shame  shall  rest  upon  thv  riches  "  n,,-"' 
we   not    seen    the   verification   of   these  won'ls?       Wl.^u 

J  I 
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IxH-omos  of  the  wealth  which  rolls  in  from  this  im- 
quitous  hnsinos.'?  Wliero  i«  the  pnunleur  of  tho 
wlMO  hour^os  nt  tho  end  of  one  gen.-ratioi,-  ITave  w'- 
not  pc»-n  tl.r-  rhihlron  of  tlie  saloon  cov^Tod  with 
shnme'  Dof>8  it  over  pay  anvthincr  but  dipeaso.  and 
dishonor,  and  death?  The  woo  still  stands  anu  >^'' 
tho  horrid  penaltv  will  still  be  exacted.  Do-  iho 
rerurrenoe  of  the  refrain  in  verse  17.  hear  upon  tins 
sin-npon  the  ireneral  and  individual  participators, 
in   the  ciir.inality?       "Because  of  men's  blood.       (See 

verses  8    and   17.).  -r        • 

'Hie    last    woo    is    pronounced    upon    the    specitio    sin 
of  the  nations.      ^Vith  a  pr^^ant  <inestioni'ngr    ffoinc 
brf.r-     we    fmd      the     denunciation  elr.bedd'ed    m     the 
,„i;:st'ot     the    paraeraph     (ver^e    V^):    "Woe    to    hun 
thnt   -aith   to   thr-  xvnodf-n  block.   awa!-e:   to   the  <himb 
^inv(^    arise:"       ^Vhat   is    the    value    of    these   beautiful 
expensive      shams.»     "There   is      no   breath    at    all     in 
them-thv      are    dead    tbines."    One    of    the    fme     re- 
huk.'s   of  idol-worship  which   are  comn  on    to    the  pro- 
phets   of    .rehovah.        Sicrnificantly    tlve    prophet    adds 
to   th^s  romonstrance  atminst   idolatry,   "P-ut   Jehovah 
is    in    his   holy   tf^mple.    be    silent    liefore   Ilim    all     the 
..;u-th."    F.ver.    these    men    lead    us    back    to    Hod     .\1- 
„',;p,.l,ty-the   finfjnr   of   prophecy   points  the  pr-nples   of 
tl^.e  world   to  Him  who  was  and  is  and  is  to  come. 


pnds 
Idol 
true 
ti-ra 
men 


PART  ITT. 
TITF.  GRAND  TIIKOPTTANY. 

.   come   to   tln"   third   ]iart   of   the  Book   of  Habak- 
Tlie    assurance   with    which  the  second    chapter 
viz:   ITiat    notwithstanfKnor   the  great   power     of 
i'ltn-.    Jeliovah    reitrns,    makes    an    emling,     it      is 
but  tiie  prophet  is  stirred  again  to  another  ut- 
[,(,(w_oiio    of    the    SAiblime    passages    in    Old    Testa- 
t   literature.       Some  have   affirmed   that  the  clos- 

12 


int,'  wcjrcis  of  (.'Imp.  2  is  tlie  coiu^ilctioii  of  t!,.'  pr.i- 
pliet's  worU,  liut  this  is  pure  speL-ulalion;  wt-  liu  1  i»o 
satisfuction  in  such  u  ihu.iLrht.  W  lio  can  O'.ilf 
that  an  ancient  author  must  have  st<)pp^^i  al  a  oil- 
lain  point  !  and  who  shall  debar  him  from  lauuci>inir 
out  again?  We  will  <^^o  on,  then,  th.- certainty  on  on- 
side  being  a  little  better  than  th(  irs.  The  ol  i- r 
versions   Septxiayint  and   Vulyaie,  include  it. 

lliia  third  section  tlien  (chapter  3)  consists  of  one 
of  the  line  odes  scattert-d  over  the  Scriptures.  (See 
Deuteronomy,  chapt.  33,  Judges  5:1,3,  l^salm  o-^.)  Jf 
a  comparison  may  be  made,  perhaps  this  exot-eds  in 
grandeur    of   expression. 

The  poet  is  calmly  confident  in  J  :'hov;vh'.s  rii^dite- 
ous  administration,  and  marclie>,'  forwan  with  linn 
iroad— believing,  ad<)rijig,  exiiting.  \Vh  ie  he  tieni- 
bles  before  the  awful  God  of  Israel,  lie  kn  )\v,-j  that  ile 
will  vivify  his  own  cause;  and  his  prayer  is  one 
that  coincides  with  the  Divine  purjiose.  All  comes 
out  right  to  the  man  who  sws  in  Divine  ligiit,  not- 
withstanding the  perplexities  he  has  been  laboriiiy 
uiidWr.  God  llimsielf  comes  (pres.nt  tense  as  luar-mi. 
in  pov»er,  whenever  llis  kingilom  ni"c;?s  Ilim.  lleiiutn- 
ber  llis  manifestations  at  crises  in  tiie  history  of  the 
church— to  ]Moses,  to  Elijaii,  to  Isaiali,  and  to  Pet- 
er, and  Paul,  and  John.  Jiemi-n.'iier  tiie  tongues  of 
lire,  and  the  outpourin.?  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  All 
His  servants  now  utter  the  same  loM^ing:  "Coine, 
Lord  Jcsu.s,  come  and  take  to  thyself  thy  great 
power  and   reign." 

We  have  all  nature  sympathizing  with  ug  here.  The 
mountains,    the   seaS.   the  tempests,— 

"The  deep  uttered  his  voice. 

And  lifted   up  his   haiuis   on   high." 

The  very  sun  and  moon,  are  arrested  in  thrir 
course.  Certainly,  when  Jehovah  is  riding  out  upon 
his    chariots,    when   Ms    spear   ia    glitteting,    all   crea- 


tiuii  stands  nnuiZfd.  TIh'  wholo  is  hound  t()t:<'i  li.i 
witli  man,  and  groiun  tli  and  iTavailoth  for  liim; 
"wai tiller  for  the  niaidtisUitioii  of  lite  children  of 
(Jod." 

Wliat    is   all    this   j^Tand    display   for  ? 

"'i'liou    art    conic    for      tlii'    salvation    of    thy    pi'o;»|c, 
i(ir    the    salvation     o!     thine    anointc.i." 


is      tlie     answer.        All 
heaven  is        niovc'd 

\vorshii)j)ers       of  thi 


the  earth,  and  all  tin- 
over  a  little  l)and  of 
livina-  (iod,  for  snch 
was  the  true  Israel  at  the  time  of  the  prophci-- 
nay.  it  \\as  all,  for  tin-  moment,  for  one  man,  and 
alt.r   that   for   the   ngcs  ooniin^f   on. 

I'.efore   wi>   |)ass   on,   note   th(>   impression   math'   upon 
this    llel)rew,    hy   this    r.'V:  lation    of   God    (verse    l().l 

"1    have   heard,    and    my    heart    sliakes; 
At   the  sound  my  lips  tremble. 
Rottenness    enters    my    bones, 
.My   s'tej:s   shake  utulor  me." 

(Trans.   G.   A.   Smith.; 

This  is  just  as  it  should  bo.  When  we  slop  to 
consider  wlio  God  is,  what  His  doiniis  are,  I'ear  and 
trend)linu'  will  Keizp  any  of  us,  and  insteail  of  volu- 
1  le  utterance,  our  lips  will  (piiver.  That  is  j^rayer, 
-lielter  prayer  than  a  fme  recitation  of  old  words. 
"I'lito    tliiit    mnn   will    T   look." 

RESIGNATION. 

The  man  of  faitii,  Ilabakkuk,  is  the  man  who  is  in 
complete  subjection  to  his  Lord.  Thourrh  his  prayer 
i^e  not  answerpcl,  in  his  way,  thourrh  he  cannot  see 
the  siiins  of  dawn  on  tlie  liorizon,  though  the  devastat- 
iuLT  horde  mu>t  come,  yet  is  he  firmly  planted  on 
llic  Hock.  'i'iie  present  manifestation  has  liad  its 
I  ffi  ct — it  has  (jT^eatly  re-assured  him;  this  marvellor.^ 
Theophany   has  jjoen   as  the   wine   of   the   kingrdom     ic> 
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hun.  ilu  uuderstund*  that  thf  calamities  of  chapter 
1  are  not  roit'Oveci,  ihvy  are  ijievituble,  (Xirse  Ui.) 
"i  will  quietly  wait  for  the  ci'uy  of  tiouble.  Fur  the 
cojuinjf   up  of  the  people  that  dnvadeth  us." 

But  see  the  niunnor  in  which  he  awaits  the  day  of 
doom,  and  note  the  grand  finale  of  unlimited  coiittd- 
ence  in  Johovah.  This  is  a  text  for  times  of  trou- 
ble, like  the  Psalmist's  ode,  "God  is  our  refuge  and 
strength."  It  is  the  fullest  and  noblest  declaration 
of  trust  in  God,  no  matter  what  may  happen,  only 
e(juallod  by  .Job's  shorter  *»^\)ression  of  the  same 
thought: 

"Thoucli  He  slay  me,  yet  will  I  tidst   Ilitii.* 

Verse  19  is  his  si<,mature  to  all.  ".leliovah  tlic 
Lord  is  my  strenijth."  The  man  who  really  lia-^ 
that   confidence   shall    climb    the   heiyhls. 

Vie  close  our  survey  of  this  saint  of  tlie  ohh-n  tiiii>' 
by  reverently  rending  his  concludini;  texts: 

"Thouy-h    the   lig   tree   do    not  blosf^om. 

The  labor   of  the   olive  fail, 

And   the   field  j'ieJd  no  meat; 

The   flock   be  shut   otl   from   tlie  fold, 

And  thore  be    no  herd  in  the  stalls; 

Yet    will    I    rejoice    in    Je'hovali, 

1  will  joy  in    the  Clod   of  my  salvation. 

Jehovah   tlie  Lord  is  my  streiifjtli, 

And  he  makelh  my  feet   like  hinds'   fo't, 

And  He  makes  me  to  walk  on  my  liiy-h  places." 
This  surely  is  faith  in  its  hialifst  exeroist'--trust- 
ing  in  the  Col  who  ]5ermits  the  ffimiiie,  mid  exultlTiL!: 
in  IJi-m  with  joy  uns|>eakable  when  there  is  blank  no- 
thing to  live  on.  Has  any  Chlristian  ever  excce  !e  1 
this?  Can  we  attain  unto  it?  It  is  ourS  t;i 
desire,  ours  to  endeavor  after. 


This    attempt    to   finterpret    the   proj)he<'v    is   not    al- 
together     satisfactory.     Occasionally    the    writ<»r     ha3 


m^ii^^mSi^^jfM^^MMtm.i^:.^:^.'^ 


•"•^i 


r..A....i    t,o   o!,sc.,nty   of   crtain    pasHn^r.....     n„,   it  i, 

"•"St  1,„  iK.rn.  rn  ,niiM,i  that  tlvis  i.  ctilv   a   .iZsTnJ 
;:'--•   -I.la.uuion    .,f  all   its   part.    With    a  1  ^il,"^  ir 
<"•;;  t-^    .t    ,sl.ft   t.   the   consideration    c.f  tl.  rU  r 

Mn^Uns    fn.tit.itP    at    Liverpool   in    A.i  .ust   lust    ., ml 
;;^^1-  r.,...t  of  tho  latter  ,L:ly  it  ta.<c;:;L'p:;;^^ 
Amherst,  N.   S..   October.    1900. 
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